
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
· REGION IX 

November 30, 20.09 

Walter Perfect : · . . 

Dear Community M~m~er: 

. 

75 Hawthorne Street · 
San Francisco, CA 94105~3901 

In December 2008, ~ EPA fact sheet aM(}Unced the availability of the ·Technical Assistance 
Services for Co~uuiti~s (TA~C) program for its work at the Santa Susana Field Laboratory 
(SSFL ). The T ASC · is fU,nded an~ managed under a national BP A c.ontract, and provides an 
indepencJent environmental expert to assist the conimtuµty to unclerstand EPA's work and 
provide input into ·th~· proce~s. . . . . . . . . 

Initially, .two grou,Ps made formal expressions of interest ~ receiving T ASC services, followed 
later by ·. a third· ·group. Through ·numerous discussions with various active memberS ·of the 
community, EPA le~ed th;tt ~erewas opposition to TASC. 

On.May 27, 2009; atASC ·info~ational meeting was attended by a TASC contractor and many 
community members wh.o expressed strongly-held opposing viewpoil\tS. While son)'e attendees 
supported TASC and wanted to. receive TASC services, others were .opposed to TASC being 
made availab.le tq ~Y. gr~up. . . 

' : . . · : ; .. : ! .: i .. ; ;·· · . .. ' . 

Some attendees questionecJ the TASC:program's ability to find an independent technical advisor 
sufficiently: qmili~~d-t?-,r~vi~w ~e highly !ectm.ical r_adiologi~ai°doc~inents. Qthers plaimed that 
the existing SSFL. _futera,geqcy. ·Workgroup was sufficient to meet their ri~eds and protested the 
additionai meetings they wo1.dd hive to attehd. Soine were'concemed:that TA.SC would not be 

· : focused . qrt . EPA). 'work '. bµt · oh. fong.:ctebated ·source~i . 'of the origirtai . conta.m.iqation and 
challenges abdutd~me<J past he~lth i~pacts. . . 

EPA spe~t c9nsi.;i~f~b1~ t~~e co~~jdering all of the <;9Jll;I11ents· received at the inform~tional 
meeting, and .'twmi@. phon.e. :cal,s and direct conversations~ EPA atteinpted to find ·a process to ·. 
provide :TASC servii·¢$'ibat was focl~sive of various perspectives while atldressing concemS: 

, ~ased on. signific~l)t __ opposition .'tb T A,:~C, . EPA Re~on . pc ~~ decidei n<>! to provide TASC 
services. for its ra~iolo~~.al survey work af the SSFL, a~ the prese.nt tiine. EPA teinains open to 

.. ptovicling TASC services if an: ·a.ppropriate process can be established or potentially folded into 
the public ·participation efforts of the State agency that has lead responsibility for the cleanup, 

1DTSC. · .·. .. · . . · . . . . . 
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EPA's TASC contract manager, Luis Garcia-Bakarich, is currently on extendep Family Leave. 
For questions about the TASC program, please contact Dana Barton at 415-'972-3087. For 
questions about·EPA's community involvement activities at SSFL, please contact myself at 415-
972-3245 or at EPA's toll-free message line, 800-231-3075, or via e-mail at 
cooper.david@epa.gov. 

Sincerely, ___ . 

~~ 
D~vid Cooper 
Community Involvement Coordinator 




